INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY/DISTRICT
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Property/District Name: Robert Edelen House Survey Number:_ PG 84-16
Project: Accokeek East Community Park Development Agency: _DNR

Site visit by MHT Staff: _x_no ___ yes Name Date

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended X

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None
Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map)

Based on available information, the Robert Edelen House, located at 3606 Accokeek Road near
Waldorf, is not individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The two-
story, frame building with gable roof dates to the early nineteenth century. Its very
deteriorated condition and numerous alterations have eroded the building’s architectural
integrity. Thus the house does not meet Criterion C for architecture. The house also has
no association with significant persons or events and thus does not meet Criteria A or B.
Finally, the house is not located within any known historic district.

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:_Maryland Inventory

Preparedby:_DavidBlick

Jo Ellen Freese February 13, 1996
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date
NR program concurrence: L//§;s no not applicable
Ay ek vy 1a9C.
Reviewer, QR program V' Date
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Survey No. PG 84-16

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT
I. Geographic Region:

Eastern Shore {(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)

X Western Shore (Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles,

Prince George’s and St. Mary'’s)
Piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll,
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
Western Maryland (Allegany, Garrett and Washington)
II. Chronological/Developmental Periods:

Paleo-Indian 10000-7500 B.C.
Early Archaic 7500-6000 B.C.
Middle Archaic 6000-4000 B.C.
Late Archaic 4000-2000 B.C.
Early Woodland 2000-500 B.C.
Middle Woodland 500 B.C. - A.D. 900
Late Woodland/Archaic A.D. 900-1600
Contact and Settlement A.D. 1570-1750
Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815

X Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930
Modern Period A.D. 1930-Present

Unknown Period ( prehistoric historic)
III. Prehistoric Period Themes: Iv. Historic Period Themes:
— Subsistence X Agriculture
Settlement Architecture, Landscape Architecture,
and Community Planning
Political Economic (Commercial and Industrial)
Demographic Government /Law
Religion Military
Technology Religion
Environmental Adaptation Social/Educational/Cultural
Transportation
V. Resource Type:
Category: Building
Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Domestic - single family dwelling
Known Design Source: n/a
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: P.G. #84-16 Building Date: early 19th c.

Building Name: Robert Edelen House

Location: 3606 Accokeek Road, Waldorf, Maryland

Private & Public/Agricultural/Unoccupied/Deteriorated/Inaccessible

Description

The Edelen house is a two-part gable-roofed frame house. The main block is
two-bays wide, with entrance in the second bay of the main south facade. A
one-story porch which once spanned this south facade has collapsed, obscuring
the front door and preventing close inspection. There is a heavy exterior
corbelled brick chimney at the west gable end with prominent weatherings. The
main block is one-room deep, with passage to the east and parlor to the west.
The building is covered with white asbestos shingle, and the roof is covered
with corrugated tin., Extending east from the east gable end of the main block
1s a two-story one-bay wing with a slightly lower roofline than that of the main
block. Several hundred feet east of the dwelling is a complex of farm build-
ings. They include a large gable-roof barn with a central crossgable peak in
the roof of the main south facade; its framing is board-and-batten, and the roof
is of standing seam tin. The barns are in use, but the house, essentially
unaltered, is deteriorated probably beyond repair.

Significance

The Robert Edelen farm complex represents a small early nineteenth century
plantation. The house appears to be an early nineteenth century vernacular
dwelling, of end-hall-and-parlor plan, with a small boxed staircase in the
corner of the parlor. This dwelling was expanded by the later addition of a
one-room wing, but was originally of very modest proportions. In 1850,

‘Marcellus Clements purchased the 113 acre farm, "McDaniels Resurvey", on which
it stood; it is probable that when his daughter Marianna married Robert Edelen
in 1855, they expanded this simple vernacular dwelling to serve as their home.
Marcellus Clements died in 1859, leaving the farm to his wife, and after her
death to their children; it subsequently passed to Robert and Marianna Clements
Edelen. It remained the Edelen family home until 1913, After that time, the
property changed hands several times, and in 1944 was sold to the Worthy family,
James and Octavia Worthy brought up their family in the house, and farmed the
land. Eventually they divided their 112-acre farm into smaller parcels for
members of their family. In 1966, their son, Walter Worthy, sold a 30-acre
parcel, including the house, to the Board of Education, but a school was never
built, and the house was left unoccupied. In 1982, the adjoining 20-acre parcel
on the east was sold to the Rhodes family; this parcel includes the barns and is
presently being farmed. The farm complex, although legally divided, forms a
visual landmark along the Accokeek Road.

Acreage: 20.04 acres and 30.48 acres




Survey No. P.G. #84-16

. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _ mo
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic  Robert Edelen Fouse (McDaniels Resurvey)
and/or common
2. Location
street & number 3606 Accokeek Road (Maryland Route 373) —___not for publication
city, town Waldorf —_vicinity of congressional district 4
state Maryland county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district ___ public —___occupied _X__ agriculture —__ museum
—X building(s) __X_ private X__ unoccupied — commercial ___ park
— structure — both — work in progress — educational —_ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment __religious
. object —_in process —yes: restricted — government — scientific
— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —industrial — transportation
_Xnot applicable X po —_ military ___ other:

4. Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Taddie Rhodes and Prince George's County Board of Education
(Upper Marlboro, Maryland)
street & number 12519 Tove Road telephone no.:

city, town Clinton state and zip code Maryland 20735
S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 5605:1
and 3422:415
Foxxkex

street & number Main Street

clty, town Upper Marlboro state Maryland
6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

file prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites
date 1974

— federal __ state _Xcounty —local

depository for survey records History Division . M-NCPPC

city, town Riverdale state MarYI and

L . -—



7. Description Survey No. p,G. #84-16

Condition Check one Check one

____ excellent _X deteriorated _X_unaltered _ X original site

___good ____ruins ___. altered __._. moved date of move
— fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Edelen house is a two-part gable-roofed frame house set back ca.
1,000 feet north of Accokeek Road in open farmland and accessible by a long
unpaved lane. The building is unoccupied and in seriously deteriorated
condition; the architectural description was, therefore, written from a
distance. The main block of the house is two-bays wide, with entrance in
the second bay of the main south facade. Windows are 6/6 double hung sash.
A one-story porch which once spanned this south facade has collapsed,
obscuring the front door and preventing close inspection. There is a heavy
exterior corbelled brick chimney at the west gable end with prominent
weatherings. The main block is one-room deep, with passage to the east and
parlor to the west; an earlier (1974) description indicates that there was
a boxed staircase in the southwest corner of the parlor. The building is
covered with white asbestos shingle, and the roof is covered with corru-
gated tin.

Extending east from the east gable end of the main block is a
two-story one-bay wing with a slightly lower roofline than that of the main
block. There is an interior brick chimney at the ridge at its east gable
end. The 1974 survey describes a boxed staircase in the northwest corner
of this one-room wing.

Several hundred feet east of the dwelling is a complex of farm build-
ings. There is a large gable-roof barn with a central crossgable peak in
the roof of the main south facade. The framing is board-and-batten, and
the roof is of standing seam tin. At some point the rear (north) plane of
its roof was extended, giving it a cat-slide roof configuration. Directly
south of this barn is a long low shed. The barns and shed are still func-
tional and presently in use, but the house (essentially unaltered) is
deteriorated probably beyond repair. The property is fenced and posted.



8. Significance Survey No.P.G. #84-16

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture religion

——1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —_ conservation — law —_ science

—1500-1599 __ agriculture —__economics — literature — sculpture

__1600-1699 X __ architecture — education —— military —_ social/

—_1700-1799 ___ art —___engineering —_ music humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 __ commerce —— exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

— 1900- ____ communications — industry —— politics/government __ transportation
___ invention _X_ other (specify)

local history

Specific dates carly 19th Century  Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: __A _B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.

The Robert Edelen farm complex represents a small early nineteenth
century plantation. The house appears to be an early nineteenth century
vernacular dwelling, of end-hall-and-parlor plan, with a small boxed stair-
case in the corner of the parlor. This dwelling was expanded by the later
addition of a one-room wing, but was originally of very modest propor-
tions.

In 1850, Marcellus Clements purchased the 113 acre farm, “McDaniels
Resurvey", on which it stood; it is probable that when his daughter
Marianna married Robert Edelen in 1855, they expanded this simple vernacu-
lar dwelling to serve as their home.

Marcellus Clements died in 1859, leaving the farm to his wife, and
after her death to their children; it subsequently passed to Robert and
Marianna Clements Edelen.Z Marianna Edelen died a few years later, and
Robert Edelen remarried, apparently bringing up his children by both
marriages in this modest farm dwelling. Years later, after the deaths of
both Robert Edelen and his second wife, the County Court of Equity had to
settle a dispute between the two sets of heirs over the farm property.
Rather than attempting to divide the property among the heirs, the Court
decreed that the whole farm should be sold; it was purchased in_1913 by one
of the children of the second marriage, and immediately resold.3 After
that time, the property changed hands several times, and in 1944 was sold
to the Worthy family. James and Octavia Worthy brought up their family in
the house, and farmed the land. Eventually they divided their 112-acre
farm into smaller parcels for members of their family. In 1966, their son,
Walter Worthy, sold a 30-acre parcel, including the house, to the Board of
Education, but a school was never built, and the house was left unoccupied.
In 1982, the adjoining 20-acre parcel on the east was sold to the Rhodes
family; this parcel includes the barns and is presently being farmed. The
farm complex, although legally divided, forms a visual landmark along the
Accokeek Road.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G. #84-16

cf. Chain of Title
cf. Notes, Item #8

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated propertylﬂaﬂ%oaﬁﬁes— Tax map #153 parcels 14 and 70
an .48 acres

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Susan G. Pearl, Research Historian

organization Historic Preservation Commission date September 1985

street & number c/0 County Planning Division, M-NCPPC telephone 952-3521

clty or town Upper Marlboro state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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#8. Continued
Notes

1 Prince George's County JBB #7:203; Prince George's County Marriage
Licenses.

2 Prince George's County Will WAJ #1:130.
3 Prince George's County Equity #4012,

4 f. chain of title.
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STREEY AND NUMBER:

T. B.- Accokeek Road (North Side)

STY OR TOWN:

Waldorf

STATE COUNTY:
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1 Entertoinment O Museum: [3 Scientific
G e DT T
OWHER'S N AME: T
David Worthy
STREET AND NUMBER:
T.B. - Accokeek Road
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
_m audorf o Maryland
n z‘_ifti,.-_ RN *'« »’va\ i e : B S P TR s 7
TR T S : P
- PR - - . | S B
. Prlnuﬂ "corqe s County Courthouse
STRLEET AR v ats T
CITY OR Town: STATE
t@ger nacmbarm “_;;' Maryland
Voo g oo dorent Deed (Book & Pq. #);
[s, REPRE%FNTAYWON'N EXISTING SURVEYS : Ly
' TITUE OF SUKS € v: bt
None
OATE OF SURJ/EY: O Fedaeral 3 Stote {3 County O Locol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS,
li-,v,..."' YTa. Loomer T =
CITY OR TOWN: T STATE:

s
H e 1;7
N




i DN RS Lttt e i i B A S R AR A A U el E e

¢

DT
SN
{7. DESCRIPTION
(Check Gne)
O] Excellent [} Good ¥ Foir (O Deteriorated {3 Ruins [ -Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
® Altered O Uncltered ] Moved [E Origincl Site
ODESCRIBE THE PRESENT ' ND CRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE :
The house is a two story, log and frame structure.
The bays are irregqular; the windows are 6/6 double hung sash.
The chimney on the west end has a two story base and free
standing stack; the weatherings are laid horizontally. On
the east end is a 1-1/2 story wing.
In plan, the main house has an end hall and parlor.
The staircase is boxed and rises in the southwest corner of

corner.

the parlor. There is a single room in the wing, entered

from the hall, that has a boxed staircase in the northwest
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INSTI JCTIONS

SEE

[B. sioNIFTCARCE

O Pre-Columbian
[J 15th Century

PERICD (Check COne or Mare ae Appropriate)

O 16th Century
D 17th CQn'ury

3 1Bth Century
Bd 19th Century

O 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

Aboriginal
[3 Prehistoric
(3 Ristoric

[J Agriculture

[ Architecture

0O An

[0 Commerce

[J Communications

[J Conservatian

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate)

[ Education

[ Engineering

O tndustry

[ tnvention

[ Landscape
Architecture

[J Literatyre

] Military

[ Music

00 000 0o

Political
Religiar/Phi.
losaphy
Science
Sculpture
Social/Human-
itarian
Theater

Transportatian

O Urban Planning
{3 Other (Specify)
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}9. MKIO0R BIBLICGRAPHICAU REFCRENCES | : ”
[16. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA R R e e
LATITUQE ANO LONGITUOE COOROINATES LATITUDE ANO LONGITUOE COOROINATES T
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY |O OEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUOE LATITUOE LONGITUCE
Degrees Minutes Saconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Deogrees Minutes Seconds
NW -] . » ] . » [<] . - [ ' »
NE (] . » [ . »
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
7
‘Acreage Justification: m
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'11. FORM PREPARED BY R
NAME ANO TITLE:
Christopher Owens, Park Historian
ORGANIZATION CATE
M-NCPPC 3 Juwy 74
STREET AND NUMBER: .
8787 Georgia Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Silver Spring Maryland
12., .. . . .
——State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)
Significance of this property is:
National (7] State [ Local (0
Signature




#3422:415
8 Dec. 1966
Deed

#2984:548
13 May 1964
Quit Claim

#745:397
28 Aug. 1944
Deed

#5605:1
9 Nov. 1982
Deed

#3717:300
6 May 1969
Deed

#3717:296
6 May 1969
Deed

#2979:621
8 May 1964
Deed

#991:5
28 Nov, 1947
Deed

#745:395

28 August 1944

Deed

Chain of Title

Robert Edelen Farm
P.G. #84-16

House

Walter and Edith Worthy to Board of Education of Prince
George's County, 30.478 acres, part of Walter Worthy's
land, described in #2984:548,

Lillian Worthy, divorced, to Walter Worthy, her 1/2
interest in land (56.5 acres of McDaniels Resurvey)
acquired by both parties by #745:397.

Fred and Almeda Cheek to Walter and Lillian Worthy,
Parcel A of McDaniels Resurvey (56.5 acres) improved by
present dwelling; the interest of grantor in land
acquired by #731:233.

Barns

James Worthy, surviving tenant by entirety of Octavia
Worthy (died 13 Nov. 1973) to Laddie and Suzanne
Rhodes, two parcels: 20.04 acres and .32 acre, same
described in #3717:300.

David Worthy and Theresa Worthy, his wife, to James
Worthy and Octavia Worthy, his wife, 33 acres being the
same land by deed dated 6 May 1969.

James Worthy and Octavia Worthy, his wife, to David
Worthy and Theresa Worthy, his wife, 33 acres beiny the
property conveyed by Fred D. Cheek and Amelda Cheek,
his wife, by #991:5, confirmed by a deed recorded by
#2979:621.

Fred D. Cheek and Almeda Cheek, his wife, to James
Worthy, and Octavia Worthy, his wife, 56.5 acres being
the same land which Fred D. Cheek and Walter Worthy
obtained from Francis J. Murray and wife 18 Feb. 1944
by #731:233.

Fred D. Cheek and Almeda Cheek, his wife, to James
Worthy and Octavia Worthy, his wife, one-half undivided
interest in 56.5 acres, part of land obtained by
#745:395.

Walter Worthy and Lillian Worthy, his wife, to Fred D.
Cheek and Almeda Cheek, his wife, one-half undivided
interest in 56.5 acres, by #731:233.




#731:233
18 Feb, 1944
Deed

#322:155
24 Sept. 1928
Deed

#98:66
6 Dec. 1913
Deed

#96:166
28 June 1913
Deed

#87:338
15 March 1913
Deed

#4012
1912
Equity

WAJ #1:508
17 June 1880
Deed

FS 1:642
1 Oct. 1863
Deed

WAJ #1:130
15 Feb, 1859
Will

PG RY-(C

-2 -

Francis J. Murray and Mary E. Murray, his wife, to
Walter Worthy and Fred D. Cheek, 112 acres, same land
which Francis J. Murray obtained by #332:155. Being
described as 113 acres called McDaniels Resurvey of
which Marcellus Clements died seized, located on the
public road from TB to Accokeek; also described in WAJ
#1:508 and #87:338.

Raphael H. Martin to Francis J. Murray, 133 acres known
as McDaniels Resurvey, same land obtained by #98:66.

John W. Frizzell and Celena A. Frizzell, his wife, to
Raphael H. Martin and Rose A. Martin, 112.6 acres, same
land obtained by #96:166.

Ida E. Moran and Desales Moran, her husband, to John W.
Fizzell, 112.6 acres known as McDaniels's Resurvey,
same land obtained by #87:338.

M. Hampton Magruder, Trustee in Equity #4012, to lda E.
Moran, 113 acres known as McDaniels Resurvey, land
described in WAJ #1:508.

James M. Edelen vs. Maude Clagett et al, heirs of
Robert Edelen, petition for sale of Edelen's real
estate.

Robert Edelen and George R. Edelen to Eleanora Edelen
(wife of Robert Edelen) their share of the following
property inherited from Marianna Edelen, acquired by
deed, 113 acres from George H. and Mary Clements, John
and Sarah Bocock, Henry A. and Eleanor Wheatly by FS
#1:642.

George H. Clements and Mary, his wife, John Bookok
(sic) and Sarah, his wife, to Robert Edelen and
Marianna, his wife, 113 acres known as McDaniel's
Resurvey of which Marcellus Clements died in posses-
sion, adjoining the lands of John S. Lambert, Joseph R.
Edelen and others.

Testator, Marcellus Clements; to wife, Dorothy Ann,
"McDaniels Resurvey" which testator purchased from Tuck
out of estate of John Baptist Edelen, ca. 114 acres,
the balance of which testator sold to William Marshall,
Joseph B. Edelen, John Lambert and Charles R. Beale.
After her death, to be divided among testator's 6
children (including daughter, Marianna).




JBB #7:203
26 June 1850
Deed

PG TY-1¢€
-3 -

William H, Tuck, trustee, to Marcellus Clements, 291
acres of "McDaniels Resurvey" and "Jessamine" on north
side of county road. Tuck was appointed by Court to
sell land of John B. Edelen, in "01d Equity" case [582]
of Raphael Edelen for Catherine Edelen et al.
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P.G. #84-16
Robert Edelen House
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pear]
April 1985

South elevation
Neg: Md. Hist, Trust, Annapolis, MD.
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